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O My Luve's Like a Red, Red Rose by Robert Burns 

 

About the Author: 

Robert Burns was one of the early romantic poets. He wrote very simple and touching lyrics. He 

is called as the pioneer of the Romantic Movement in English literature. He also collected folk 

songs from all over Scotland and revised and adapted them for his use. Most of his poems are 

written in the Scottish dialect. They are about traditional Scottish culture, expressions of farm 

life and class and religious distinctions. Burns wrote in a variety of forms which include epistles 

to friends, ballads and songs. He is also well known for three hundred songs which he wrote 

about love, friendship, work and drink. He is called as the National Poet of Scotland. 

 

Summary of the Poem: 

The present poem is a simple and sweet song of love. It records the everlasting and 

permanent love that the speaker has for his beloved which cannot be shaken or removed at any 

cost. He makes a comparison of his love to the various things in the nature. 

In the first stanza the speaker compares his love to the red rose. The red rose is 

considered as a symbol of love. His love is new, fresh and young like a newly sprung red rose 

flower in June. He also compares his love to the melody that has been sweetly played in a tune. 

The speaker says that his beloved is very beautiful. She is very fair. The speaker says that he is 

so deeply in love with her as she is fair in skin deep. He uses an interesting comparison to 

emphasize the permanence of his love for the beloved. He says that his love will remain as long 

as the seas do not go dry. Since this is impossibility, it means that his love will never fade out. 

The other comparisons are to the point when rocks will melt with the sun which can never 

happen. He also compares his love to sands of life going on forever; since life cannot end that 

easily, this signifies permanence. In the last stanza, the speaker is saying goodbye to his beloved. 

He is going somewhere for a short time but he promises that he will come again. He promises 

her that though he will have to travel ten thousand miles he will definitely come again to see her. 

The poet has used simile quiet extensively in the poem. The title of the poem uses a 

simile when the poet says;  "O My Luve's Like a Red, Red Rose". There are four stanzas of four 

lines each in the poem. All the stanzas follow the rhyme scheme abcb. The language used in the 

poem is an Old English language which varies in spellings and we have the Old English spellings 

of words like; 'Luve' for 'love', 'art' for 'are', 'thou' and 'thee' for 'you', 'gang' for 'go', and 'weel' for 

'well'.   



B.Sc. F.Y. /Poetry/Notes/Dr.Y.S.Handibag 

 

 

1 

 

One Day I wrote her Name by Edmund Spenser 

 

About the Poet: 

Edmund Spenser is best known for his long epic poem, The Faerie Queene which is about 

Elizabeth I. Spenser was influenced by Gabriel Harvey, who was a prominent educationist at that 

time. Harvey's ideas helped Spenser to revive English literature. Spenser was influenced by 

Latin, Italian and French traditions of literature and it can be seen in his poetry. His works 

include a sonnet sequence, Amoretti. 

 

Summary of the Poem: 

One day I Wrote her Name is a sonnet. It is taken from Spenser's collection of sonnets, 

Amoretti. It is a love poem in which the poet speaks of his love for his beloved which he tries to 

record on the shore of the sea. The setting of the poem is seashore and the poet and his beloved 

are having good time on the seashore. They are in love with each other and the poet wants to 

express his love by writing her name on the sand on the beach. The poet writes her name upon 

the sand but the waves of the sea wash it away. The poet writes it for the second time and again 

the waves wash it. The poet uses personification at this time when he says: "But came the tide, 

and made my pains his prey". Here he says that as if 'tide' is a living thing which makes the 

poet's pains as his 'prey'. The poet's beloved is watching the poet who is writing her name upon 

the sand. She feels that it is of no use that he is writing her name upon the sand. She feels that 

she is mortal so her name cannot be immortal. She thinks that it is a vain attempt by his lover to 

write her name on the sand. She thinks that as she is going to die one day her name will also be 

wiped out in the same way. 

The poet has very different thoughts on this. He feels that all the base and crude things 

may die by but she will live on in name. The poet thinks that his verse will make her virtues 

eternal and will be recorded in his poetry for all time. When death will bring everything else to a 

close their love will stay forever through his poetry. The poem is written in two stanzas. The first 

stanza has eight lines and the second stanza has six lines. The first stanza has rhyme scheme as 

ababacac and the second stanza has rhyme scheme as ababacac. 
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Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening by Robert Frost 

 

About the Poet: 

Robert Frost is one of the most popular American poets of the twentieth century. He was born in 

San Francisco but moved to New England after his father's death. Sometime he worked as a 

bobbin boy and as a reporter. Later in life he moved to Cambridge and studied at Harvard for 

two years. He loves country life and recorded its charm and beauty in some wonderful poems. 

His poems are simple, straightforward and extremely sincere in tone. He became popular as one 

of America's most honoured poets. His poetry is about nature and everyday experiences. 

 

Summary of the Poem: 

The present poem is one of the favourite ones of the former prime minister of India, 

Jawaharlal Nehru. It records a moment of sheer delight and beauty. The poem refers to the 

beauty of nature as drawing human beings away from their duties and commitments, but a sense 

of one's responsibilities should be enough to keep a person attached to his goals. The speaker in 

this poem is deeply attracted by the beauty of the woods one dark autumn evening as snow falls 

and cloaks the trees and leaves. 

The poet is passing through some woods on a snowy evening. The poet thinks that he 

knows the owner of the woods who lives in a village nearby but he cannot see the poet stopping 

there. The poet is tempted to stay there to enjoy the sight of the woods filling up with snow. 

The poet feels that his horse may think it strange that his master has stopped in the middle of the 

jungle where there is no farmhouse nearby. The poet mentions that it is a very pretty place 

located between the woods and the frozen lake and it is the very darkest, beautiful evening of the 

year. 

The horse shakes his harness bells to draw the attention of his master to remind him 

whether he has made a mistake by stopping there as there is no farmhouse nearby. The place is 

very calm and quiet and there are no other sounds except that of the falling snow and the wind. 

The last four lines in the poem are very popular and they have symbolical meaning. The poet is 

attracted so much by the sight that he tempts to stay there for the night but he remembers that he 

has 'miles to go before I sleep'. The literal meaning of these lines is that the poet has to reach 

somewhere before it is too late, before it is night and so he cannot stay there. The symbolical 

meaning is that he has many things to do before he can take rest and sit back. In our life also 

many times we face such situations where we are attracted to something and we forget our goals, 

duties and responsibilities and we feel that this attraction is the only thing that we want but we 

must remember that we should never forget our goals or responsibilities because this life is very 

short and some day we are going to die so before we die we must fulfill all our dreams and all 

promises that we have made with ourselves. The opposition between responsibility and 

recreation is quite a common theme in Frost's poetry and is expressed here too. 
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The poem has four stanzas of four lines each. All the stanzas follow the rhyme scheme as aaba. 

The poem is written in a very simple language. The setting is nature and natural beauty; the 

forest, snowfall, evening and a lake. 
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The Bet - Anton Chekov 
 

About the Author: 

Anton Chekhov was a Russian short story writer and playwright. He wrote about human 

loneliness and frustration. He shows a sense of sympathy towards his characters and tries his best 

to present life as it is. His characters constantly face inner turmoils. He has written famous 

stories like The Bet, The Duel, The Lady with the Dog, The Black Monk, etc. 
 
Summary of the Essay: 

The Bet is a story that shows the deep agony of a man who is faced with the conflict in 

life between what is important in terms of self improvement and monetary gain. Chekov uses the 

situation to present the idea that imprisonment does not necessarily deprive a person of their 

freedom. Chekov converys the importance of life over material possessions. 

The Bet is a story of two characters. They are the banker and the lawyer. The flashback 

technique is used in the beginning where the banker remembers how fifteen years before he had 

given a party. Many people attended the party and they had lively discussions on many topics. 

One of the topics discussed in the party was which punishment is better between life 

imprisonment and death penalty. Some people were of the opinion that death penalty is more 

moral and more humane than imprisonment for life. They believed that capital punishment or 

death penalty kills a man at once but life imprisonment kills him slowly. Some people did not 

like this idea and they say that both are equally immoral because the state does not have any right 

to take away the life which it cannot restore. Among the guests there was a young lawyer. He 

was twenty five years old and when he was asked his opinion he said that the death sentence and 

the life sentence are equally immoral but if you had to choose between the death penalty and 

imprisonment for life you would choose the second that is imprisonment for life. There was a 

discussion on this and the banker did not like the lawyer’s opinion. The banker challenges the 

lawyer that he will bet two millions if he would stay in solitary confinement for five years. The 

lawyer accepts the challenge and says that he will live fifteen years in solitary confinement. It is 

decided in the presence of all the guests that the banker will stake his two millions and the 

lawyer will stake his freedom. 

The writer calls this bet as wild and senseless. The banker was spoilt and frivolous. He 

was very rich man at that time. He makes a fun of a lawyer and says that better he think it twice 

that he should not engage in this bet because he cannot stay in solitary confinement for long. It 

was decided that the young man must spend the years of his confinement under the strict 

supervision in one of the rooms in the banker's garden. All the terms and conditions regarding his 

confinement are decided. It was agreed that for fifteen years he should not cross the threshold of 

the room. He should not see human beings, should not hear human voice or should not receive 

letters and newspapers. He is allowed to have musical instruments, books. He is allowed to write 
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letters, to drink wine and to smoke. He can have with the outer world through a little window 

which is made purposefully for this thing. He can have anything he wants; books, music, wine 

which he can order by writing and he will receive these things through window. The agreement 

provided for every detail regarding his imprisonment and if he will leave the room before five 

minutes of the completion of the bet, it is not obligatory on part of the banker to pay him two 

millions. The banker remembers everything that happened after that bet. He remembers how the 

lawyer has completed his fifteen years in solitary confinement. Tomorrow the lawyer is going to 

complete the bet and the banker remembers all this before one day. 

In the first year of his confinement the lawyer suffers very badly from loneliness and 

depression. He plays piano. He refuses wine and tobacco because wine excites the desires and 

desires are the worst foes of the prisoner. He reads books of light characters. He reads novels 

with complicated plot, sensational and fantastic stories. 

In the second year of his confinement, the lawyer reads classical books. In the fifth year, 

he plays musical instruments. He also asked for wine. He spends most of the time doing nothing 

but eating, drinking and lying on the bed and frequently yawning and angrily talking to himself. 

He does not read any books. He also cries for most of the time. 

In the second half of the sixth year, the prisoner starts studying languages, philosophy 

and history. He studies very eagerly and in the four years he reads six hundred books. In this 

period he sends a note to the banker. He writes few lines in six languages and asks the banker to 

show it to the people who know them. He requests the banker to fire a shot in the garden if he 

has written those lines in correct words in six languages. He finds that all the wisdom in all the 

ages of all the countries is same though people speak and express in different languages and the 

lawyer thinks that he has understood all this. The banker orders a shot to be fired in the garden. 

After the tenth year the lawyer reads the book of Gospel that is the Bible. It seems very 

strange to the banker that a man who has mastered six hundred books in four years could spend a 

whole year for reading a small book which is very easy to understand. The lawyer reads theology 

and histories of religion after the Bible. 

In the last two years of his confinement the lawyer reads variety of books on different 

subjects including natural sciences, literature, books on chemistry, a manual of medicine, novels 

treatises on philosophy or theology. 

The old banker remembers all this because the next day the lawyer is going to win the bet 

and as per the contract the banker has to pay two millions to the lawyer on completion of the bet. 

He thinks that if he will pay two millions he will be totally ruined. Fifteen years before the 

banker was a very rich man but due to gambling on the Stock Exchange he has lost all his 

money. The banker who was a proud, fearless and self confident millionaire before fifteen years 

has become a banker of middling rank who trembles at every rise and fall in his investment. He 

curses the bet and thinks that why should not the lawyer die. He is only forty years old. He will 

take his last penny. He will marry and enjoy life. He will gamble on Stock Exchange. 
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It is 3 o'clock in the midnight. Everybody is asleep in the house. The banker decides to 

murder the lawyer. He takes the key of the door in which the lawyer is staying. It is dark and 

cold in the garden. It is raining. The wind is blowing. The banker strains his eyes but cannot see 

anything. He finds that the watchman is also asleep. He thinks that if he carries out his intention 

to kill the lawyer the suspicion would fall upon the watchman. He peeps into the window and 

sees that the lawyer is sitting at the table. The banker can see his back. The books are lying on 

the table and on the chairs and on the carpet near the table. He finds that the lawyer is asleep. He 

decides to enter in the room and open the lock and to his surprise he finds that the lawyer does 

not make any movements. The banker sees that the lawyer is a skeleton with the skin drawn over 

his bones. He has long beard. His face looks very pale. His cheeks are hollow. His back is long 

and narrow and his hands are very thin and delicate that it is very fearful to look at. His hair is 

streaked with silver and he is looking very old man though he is only forty. He is fast asleep. In 

front of his bowed head there lies on the table a sheet of paper on which there is something 

written in fine handwriting. 

The banker feels that the lawyer is asleep and might be dreaming about two millions. He 

thinks that he has to kill this half dead man but before doing so he thinks to read what is written 

on the sheet of the paper. 

It is the long letter and the lawyer has written his mind into it. It is written that tomorrow 

he will regain his freedom. He will leave this room and see the sunshine but before that he thinks 

it necessary to speak few words. He says that at this stage he dislikes freedom and life and health 

and all that is called the good things of the world. He has written that he has studied earthly life 

through the books. He has enjoyed the food, the places and all the pleasures in the world through 

books. He has visited many lands, forests. He has climbed the mountains. He has watched the 

sky, the ocean, and the mountain tops. He has seen forests, fields, rivers, lakes, and towns. In 

short he has learnt and experienced everything under the sun. He feels that books have given him 

wisdom. All the thoughts of man through ages are compressed into his brain and he thinks 

himself as a wiser man than all. He dislikes books. He dislikes wisdom and the blessings of this 

world. He thinks that everything is worthless, fleeting, illusory and deceptive like a mirage. He 

thinks that death will wipe out everything. He finds out that people have lost their reason and 

have taken the wrong path. People consider lies for truths and ugliness for beauty. He also feels 

that some strange events may happen on the earth. He has written that to prove himself in action 

how he despises all that people live by he sacrifices the two millions of which once he dreamt as 

a paradise and which now he dislikes. To deprive himself of the right to the money he shall go 

out from there five hours before the time fixed and will break the compact. 

When the banker has read this, he kisses the man on his head and goes out of the room 

weeping. He feels contempt for himself. He cannot sleep after that time. His tears and emotions 

keep him for hours from sleeping. 

The next morning the watchman comes running with pale face to the banker and informs 

him that the lawyer has been disappeared from his room. The banker goes with the servant to 
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confirm the news. He takes the sheet of the paper from the table in which it was written that the 

two millions are sacrificed and keeps that paper locked up in the fireproof safe to avoid 

unnecessary talk. 

The essay is about what is important in terms of self improvement and monetary gain. 

The writer through the example of the lawyer informs us that self-improvement is more 

important than monetary gain in life. The lawyer in his confinement becomes a very wise person 

by reading the books and improves himself. The lawyer changes himself from a greedy man to a 

wise man who sacrifices two millions. It is the journey of the lawyer from a man who dreams of 

materialistic things to the man who renounces these materialistic things. The essay is also about 

the two types of characters; the banker is a rich, spoilt and frivolous man. He is arrogant. He 

does not change himself. At the end of the essay also he thinks to kill the lawyer when he comes 

to know that he is going to lose the bet. He does not change himself. On the contrary the lawyer 

is a different man. He changes himself. He improves himself and he does not go for money at the 

end. 
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The Eyes are Not Here by Ruskin Bond 
 

About the Author: 
Ruskin Bond was born in Himachal Pradesh but grew up in Gujarat, Dehradun and 

Shimla. He has written more than hundred short stories, essays, novels and more than thirty 

books for children. He has also published the three collections of short stories; The Night Train 

at Deoli, Time Stops at Shamli and Our Trees Still Grow in Dehra. He was awarded the Sahitya 

Akademi award for English writing in India in 1992. He also published a collection of non 

fiction writing under the title Rain in the Mountain. 
 

Summary of the Essay: 

 The Eyes are Not Here is a short story by Ruskin bond. It was originally published in 

contemporary Indian English stories. It is a deeply touching story about two co-passengers in a 

train who are both blind and do not realise that the other is. The irony is in the fact that the 

narrator of the story learns that his co-passenger was blind only after she had got off the train. 

There is pathos and irony in the situation and Bond offers us the irony in the ending. It was only 

after she left and another passenger came into the compartment that the narrator realises that the 

girl was blind. 

The narrator speaks about his experience of a train journey. In the opening paragraph, we 

come to know about the narrator that he is travelling by train. He is going to Dehradun and from 

there to Mussoorie. The narrator is alone in the compartment till Rohana and at Rohana station 

the girl comes in the compartment. The parents of the girl see her off at the station and the 

woman who is probably her mother gives the girl detailed instructions regarding where to keep 

her things, when not to look out of the windows and how to avoid speaking to strangers. 

The narrator informs us that he is totally blind and his eyes are sensitive only to light and 

darkness. He is unable to tell how the girl looks like. He informs us that he likes the sound of her 

slippers. The narrator also likes the voice of the girl. The narrator initiates the conversation and 

asks her whether she is going to Dehradun. The girl is startled at this question and says that she 

didn't know that anyone was there in the compartment. The narrator says that even he did not see 

her but heard while she was coming in. He wonders whether he would be able to prevent her 

from discovering that he is blind but it was not difficult for him provided that he keeps to his 

seat. 

The girl tells him that she is getting down at Saharanpur and her aunt will receive her 

there. The narrator thinks that he should not be too much familiar to the girl as her aunt is 

coming to receive her. The girl asks the narrator where he is going. The narrator instantly replies 

that he is going to Dehradun and from there to Mussoorie. The girl feels that the narrator is very 

lucky to go to Mussoorie and she informs that she loves the hill stations and especially in 
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October. The narrator informs that it is the best time to visit the hill stations. The hills are 

covered with wild dahlias plants. The days are sunny and at night one can enjoy log fire and 

drink a little brandy. Most of the tourist visits the place in the month of October as the roads are 

quiet and almost deserted and it is the best time to visit. 

The girl is silent and the narrator wonders that if his words have touched her or whether 

she thinks that he is a romantic fool. The narrator asks her as what can she see outside the 

window but the girl replies him that why doesn't he himself look out of the window. He pretends 

looking out of the window as if he is studying the landscape watching outside. He hears the 

sound of the engine and in his mind's eye he can see the things passing by. He tells the girl that 

the trees seem to be moving while we seem to be standing still and the girl replies that it always 

happens when you travel. The girl asks him whether he can see any animals and the narrator 

replies that there are hardly and animals left in the forest near Dehra. 

The narrator remarked that the girl has an interesting face and thinks that he is becoming 

quite daring. She laughs very pleasantly and replies that it's nice to be told that she has an 

interesting face but also tells that she is tired of people telling her that she has a pretty face. She 

tells him that he is a very gallant young man. The narrator informs that very soon they will be at 

her station that is Saharanpur. The girl says that it's good that she is arriving at her station. She 

cannot bear to sit in a train for more than two or three hours. The narrator informs us that he was 

prepared to sit there for almost any length of time just to listen to her talking. He likes her voice. 

He compares her voice to the sparkle of a mountain stream. He thinks that as soon as she will 

leave the train she will forget their brief meeting but it would stay with him for the rest of the 

journey and for sometime after. 

The train arrives at Saharanpur station and the girl starts collecting her things. The 

narrator wonders whether she has kept her hair in a bun or if it is plated or if it hangs loose over 

her shoulders or if it is cut very short. Outside there is shouting of potters and vendors and he 

hears a high voice of woman near the carriage door and he concludes that it must be the voice of 

the girl’s aunt. The girl says goodbye to the narrator and is about to leave the compartment. The 

girl is standing very close to him; so close that the perfume from her hair was attracting him. He 

wants to raise his hand and touch her hair but she moves away and only the perfume lingered 

where she had stood. 

There are symbolic lions in the essay where the writer writes: “You may break, you may 

shatter the vase if you will. But the scent of the roses will linger there still…” These lines 

indicate that the memories of a particular incident remain for forever and in this case though the 

journey of the narrator with the girl has come to an end the sweet memories of this journey and 

the girl will remain with the narrator for forever and he will never forget it. 

There is some confusion in the doorway. The man getting into the compartment seeks an 

apology and shuts the door. The narrator returns to his berth. The guard blows the whistle and 

the train moves out of the station and the narrator says that he has a game to play and the new 

fellow traveler. As the train gathered speed, the narrator finds the window and sits in front of it 
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staring into the daylight which is darkness for him. The man who has entered the compartment 

breaks the daydream of the narrator and says that he must be disappointed and he is sorry that he 

is not as attractive a travelling companion as the one who has just left. The narrator says that she 

was an interesting girl and asks the fellow traveller whether he could tell him whether the girl 

kept her hair long or short. The co-passenger is puzzled and says that he does not remember. It 

was her eyes that he noticed and not her hair. She had beautiful eyes but they were of no use to 

her and she was completely blind. The fellow traveller asks the narrator whether he did not 

notice her eyes. 

There is irony in the story. The readers along with the narrator do not know till the end of 

the narrator's journey that the girl is blind. There is irony and pathos as both the narrator and the 

girl are blind.   
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The Happy Prince by Oscar Wilde 
 

About the Author: 

Oscar Wilde is an Irish writer. He was born in Dublin. He was a very successful academician. He 

graduated from Oxford University. He was influenced by the ideas of aestheticism. He was also 

influenced by the ideas of John Ruskin. He published The Happy Prince and Other Tales in 1888 

which is a collection of fairy tales and poems. 
 
Summary of the Essay: 

The Happy Prince is a story of a statue and a bird by the name Swallow. The statue of the 

Happy Prince is erected on a very high place in the city. The statue is covered with leaves made 

of gold. There are two bright sapphires in his eyes and there is a large red ruby in his sword hilt. 

Everybody in the city admires the statue and considers it as very beautiful, attractive and happy. 

The young children, men and women in the city like the statue very much and they want to be 

like the statue. 

One night there comes a bird in the city. The name of the bird is a Swallow. The Swallow 

is a migratory bird who is heading to Egypt as he cannot sustain the cold atmosphere. All his 

friends have already moved to Egypt but he has stayed behind as he was attracted to the Reed but 

very soon he is fed up with Reed and decides to leave her and join his friends in Egypt. As it is 

night time, he stays in the city and he is finding a safe place for shelter to sleep for the night. He 

sees the statue and decides to take shelter in between the legs of that statue. As the Swallow is 

about to sleep, drops of water fall on him. He is curious to know what is happening. This 

Swallow is surprised to see that the Happy Prince is weeping.  The Swallow asks him the reason. 

The Happy Prince tells him that when he was alive, he had a human heart and he did not know 

the tears. He lived in a very beautiful palace where there was no sorrow. In the daytime he would 

play with his friends in the garden and in the evening he would enjoy dance in the palace. There 

was a very lofty wall around the garden and he was not allowed to see the world beyond the wall. 

He was called the Happy Prince and indeed he was happy if pleasure meant happiness but after 

his death his statue was erected at a very high place in the city. He can see all the ugliness and 

misery of his city. He informs the Swallow that though his heart is made up of lead he feels very 

sorry for his citizens. 

The essay is about how the Happy Prince helps his citizens through the swallow by 

giving them the precious stones and the gold that he has. So there are three principle examples of 

how the Happy Prince helps his citizens and in the process of helping them he sacrifices his gold 

and the precious stones that he has. 

The Happy Prince informs the Swallow that there lives a poor woman in the city. She is a 

seamstress. Her face is thin and she has coarse and red hands and her hands are pricked by the 

needle. She has a son who is lying in the corner of the room. He has fever and he is demanding 
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oranges. His mother has nothing to give him but river water. So he is crying. The Prince asked 

the Swallow to give the red ruby out of his sword hilt to the poor woman. At first the Swallow is 

reluctant to do this as he is very eager to join his friends in Egypt but the Prince commands him 

to do so. The Swallow picks out red ruby from the Prince’s sword. He flies away over the city 

taking the red ruby in his beak. As he flies over the city he watches various scenes in the city. 

The Swallow puts the red ruby on the table in the poor woman's room. Though it is very cold 

place the Swallow feels very warm and the Prince informs him that as he has done a good deed 

he feels warm. 

The Swallow is very happy at the prospect of joining his friends in Egypt and he 

informed Prince that he is leaving tomorrow. The Prince wants him to stay for tonight and be his 

messenger once again. This time the Prince wants the Swallow to help a young man in the city 

who lives in a small room. The young man is a writer and is writing a play but he is hungry and 

is feeling very cold. He does not have money to buy food and wood. The Prince asks the 

Swallow to take out one of the sapphires from his eyes and give it to the young man so that he 

can buy food and wood for himself and complete the play. The Swallow is unwilling to take out 

the sapphire from the eye of the Prince as he feels that he would become blind but the Prince 

commands him to do so. The Swallow takes out the sapphire and flies to the young man’s room 

and puts it in his hands. The young man is very happy at this and thinks that now he can finish 

his play. 

The next day the swallow is about to leave the Prince and comes to say him goodbye but 

the Prince wishes him to stay for some time. This time the Prince sees a little match girl whose 

matches have fallen in the gutter and they are spoilt. She is weeping as her father will beat her if 

she does not bring any money home. She is very poor and does not have shoes and good clothes. 

The Prince asks the Swallow to take out another sapphire from his eye and give it to the girl. The 

Swallow feels very bad at this as the Prince will be completely blind but he does not have any 

option but to take out the sapphire from his eye. The Swallow takes out the sapphire and goes to 

the girl and puts the sapphire in her hands. The girl is very happy at this and goes home laughing. 

The Swallow informs the Prince that he will stay with him forever as he has become completely 

blind. The Prince wants him to leave and go to Egypt. The next day the Swallow sits on the 

Prince’s shoulder and tells him the stories of the strange lands that he has visited so far. The 

Prince informs the Swallow that he has heard of marvellous stories from the Swallow but he 

feels that more marvellous than anything else in the world is the suffering of men and women. 

There is no mystery as great as misery. The Prince commands the Swallow to fly over the city 

and inform him what he sees there. The Swallow flies over the city and sees that the rich people 

are very happily living in their beautiful houses while the beggars are sitting at the gates. He also 

flies into the dark lanes and sees the faces of starving children. He also sees that the two little 

boys are lying in one another's arms to try themselves warm under the bridge. They are hungry 

and the watchman does not allow them to live there. The Swallow informs everything to the 

Prince that he has seen in the city. 
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The Prince asks the Swallow to take out all the golden leaves from his body and give it to 

the poor and needy people. The Prince looks very dull and grey but the people who get the gold 

are very happy at this and think that they can eat something now. 

It is snow time and after snow comes the frost. Everywhere there is snow and everything 

looks white. The Swallow feels very cold but he does not want to leave the Prince because he 

loves him very well. He keeps himself alive by eating the crumbs of bread outside the baker’s 

shop but at last he is going to die. He comes to the Prince and informs him that he wants to kiss 

his hand and he wants to leave this place. The Princess is very happy that the Swallow is going to 

Egypt and asks the Swallow to kiss his lips as he loves him. The Swallow informs that he is not 

going to Egypt but he is dying as he cannot keep himself alive in this bitter cold. The Swallow 

kisses the happy Prince on his lips and falls down dead at the feet of happy Prince. As the 

swallow dies there goes crack inside the statue as if something has broken. The fact is that the 

lead heart of the Prince has broken into two pieces. 

The next morning the Mayor and the councillors come to the statue and find out that the 

statue looks very dirty and is no more beautiful. The ruby has fallen out of his sword hilt. His 

eyes are gone and he is golden no more. He looks like a beggar. The mayor and the councillors 

decide to pull down the statue and melt it in the furnace. The mayor conducts a meeting to decide 

what is to be done with the metal which they have got after melting the statue. The mayor and all 

the councillors are of the opinion that there should be another statue and everybody says that it 

should be their own statue. 

As the lead heart is unable to melt in the furnace, it is thrown away on the garbage heap 

near the dead Swallow. The God asks one of his angels to bring the two most beautiful things 

from the city. The angel rightly chooses the lead heart of the Happy Prince and the dead bird. 

The God tells the angel that the little bird will sing forever in his garden of paradise and the 

Happy Prince shall praise him in his city of gold. 

The essay gives a moral lesson that we should help the needy and poor people. In this 

way, through the example of the Happy Prince and the Swallow the writer tells us that both of 

them sacrifice their life, their happiness and their beauty for the cause of needy and poor people. 
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The Homecoming by Rabindranath Tagore 
 

About the Author: 

Rabindranath Tagore was a twentieth century Bengali freedom fighter, educationist, 

playwright and a poet. He went England for his education but came back to India. He started an 

experimental school at Santiniketan. He joined Indian National Movement and he was a great 

friend of Mahatma Gandhi. He was awarded Nobel Prize for literature for his famous work, 

‘Gitanjali’. He was awarded the title, ‘Sir’ by the British Government which he later returned in 

protest against the British policies in India. He translated much of his poetry and received 

popularity for his work. His famous collections of poetry are Manasi, Sonar Tari and Gitanjali. 

He also wrote plays and short stories namely Gora and Ghare-Baire.  
 

Summary of the Essay: 

 The present story is about a teenager boy named Phatik who feels homesickness after he 

leaves his home for education. It is about the psychology of the teenagers. The writer through the 

character of Phatik presents a very vivid description of village life and the adolescent stage of a 

child.  

 Phatik Chakravarti is a central character in the story. He is a leader of boys in the village. 

He, with his friends always makes mischiefs. Phatik and his friends decide to push the log into 

the river so that they will have fun. Makhan, a young brother of Phatik comes there and sits on 

the log. He is asked to get up but he does not listen. Phatik is very angry and says that if he does 

not get down from the log he will beat Makhan. Makhan does not listen and Phatik decides to 

push the log along with Makhan into the river. He orders his friends to do so and they push the 

log into the river. Phatik and his friends have great fun. Makhan falls down into the mud. He gets 

up and rushes to Phatik. He scratches his face, beats and kicks him. Makhan goes home crying. 

Phatik sits on the bank of the river. There comes a middle aged man from the boat. The man asks 

Phatik where Chakravartis live. Phatik shows him the direction vaguely. The man leaves the 

place. 

A servant from Phatik’s home comes and takes Phatik home kicking. When Phatik comes 

into the house he sees that his mother is very angry. She speaks in angry tone to Phatik and asks 

him why he has beaten Makhan. Phatik replies that he has not beaten Makhan but Makhan insists 

that he was beaten by Phatik. The mother takes Makhan’s side and pulls Phatik away. She beats 

Phatik with her hands. When Phatik pushes her aside she calls him a villain and beats him. 

It is at this moment that the middle aged man arrives there. Phatik’s mother recognises 

the man as her brother and she is very happy on his arrival. She touches his feet. Her brother has 

gone away to Mumbai for starting business after her marriage. She had lost her husband while he 

was there. Bishambar had come to Calcutta and came to know about her sister and he has come 

to visit her. Some days pass in joy. The brother asks about the education of the two boys. He is 
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told by his sister that Phatik is a perpetual nuisance. Makhan is as good as gold, as quiet as a 

lamb and very fond of reading. Bishambar kindly offers to take Phatik with him to Calcutta 

where he will learn with his children. The widowed mother is readily agreed to this proposal. 

When his uncle asks Phatik if he would like to go to Calcutta he is very happy to join him. 

The mother is relieved to get rid of Phatik. She has a prejudice against Phatik. The two 

brothers dislike each other. The mother is always afraid that he could either drown Makhan 

someday in the river or break his head in a fight or run him into some danger. Phatik is very 

eager and excited to accompany his uncle to Calcutta. He gives Makhan his fishing rod, his big 

kite and his marbles. Indeed at this time of departure he becomes very generous person. 

When they reach Calcutta, Phatik acquaints with his aunt for the first time. She is not 

happy with Phatik’s addition to her family. She is unable to manage three children. She thinks 

that her husband should really have thought twice before taking this decision. 

The writer at this stage describes the psychology of teenagers. He says that a boy of 

fourteen is a great nuisance. He is neither ornamental nor useful. It is impossible to give affection 

to him like a little boy. If he speaks in a childish way he is called the baby and if he answers like 

a grown-up he is called an arrogant. It is the unattractive and growing age. The teenager grows 

quickly. His voice becomes hoarse and loud. There are physical changes as well as emotional 

changes in the boy of fourteen. The boy becomes very self-conscious in this age. The boy of 

fourteen always wants recognition and love. He becomes slave of anyone who shows him love. 

His own home is the only paradise for a boy of fourteen. To live in a strange house with a 

familiar people is like a torture to him. 

Phatik becomes the unwelcome guest in his aunt's house. She always dislikes Phatik. If 

she asks him to do anything for her he would be so overjoyed that he would often overdo it. 

Phatik is neglected so much that he thinks that he is unable to breathe. He wants to go 

home. He would always dream of his village home and longs to go back. He remembers the 

glorious days at village and how he used to play with his friends. He always thinks of his friends. 

Also he remembers his mother very much. But no one can understand Phatik’s mental situation 

at this stage. 

Phatik is the most backward boy in his class. He remains silent when the teacher asks him 

any question. He receives the blows of the teacher quietly. When other boys go out to play he 

stands by the window and watches the boys playing outside. He would always feel very bad at 

the sight of boys playing. 

One day very boldly he asks his uncle whether he can go home. His uncle asks him to 

wait till holidays come. The holidays would not come till November and it is a long time to wait. 

One day Phatik loses his lesson book and he finds it very difficult to learn anything without 

lesson book. He cannot tell this to his aunt because she would beat him. Every day he receives 

blows from his teacher. His condition becomes so miserable that even his cousins are ashamed of 

him. They jeer and insult him. Finally he goes to his aunt and informs her that he has lost his 

book. His aunt is very angry at this and says that she can't afford him buying new books five 
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times a month. That evening on his way back from school Phatik has a headache with a fit of 

shivering. He feels that he is going to have an attack of malaria. His one great fear is that he is a 

nuisance to his aunt. The next morning Phatik is missing. He is looked for everywhere. It is 

raining throughout the night and Bishambar is unable to find him. His uncle decides to take help 

of the police. It is raining and the streets are all flooded. The two constables are able to bring him 

back home. He is wet through from head to foot. His eyes are red with fever and his limbs are 

trembling. His uncle carries him in his arms and takes him to the room. His aunt is very angry 

and says that how many days he will give trouble to them and why can't Bishambar send him his 

village. 

Phatik hears it and says that he was just going home but the police brought him back. The 

fever rises very high and all the night the boy is ill. His uncle calls the doctor. Finally Phatik 

opens eyes and asks whether the holidays have come and may he go home. His uncle sits by 

Phatik’s bed throughout night and takes care of him. Phatik speaks indistinctly throughout the 

night. The next day he becomes conscious for a short time. He opens his eyes as if he's expecting 

someone to come. He is disappointed that he cannot see his mother. His uncle understands this 

and tells him that he has sent a message to his mother to come. The days pass and the doctor says 

that the boy’s condition is very critical. Phatik begins to cry out and speaks more indistinctly. 

Phatik’s mother comes and weeps very badly in a loud voice. Bishambar tries to calm her but she 

flunges herself on the bed and cries; “Phatik, my darling, my darling”. Phatik stops restless 

movements for a moment. His hands stop beating up and down. His mother is crying. Phatik 

very slowly turns his head and without seeing anybody says: “Mother, the holidays have come”.   
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The Solitary Reaper by William Wordsworth 
 

About the Poet: 

William Wordsworth is an important poet in Romantic Period in English literature. He belonged 

to the Lake District in England and spent his most of life among the beautiful lakes and 

mountains of the Lake District. He wrote poetry about the beautiful English countryside and 

English nature. Some of his poems are immortal records of the attraction that he had for the 

beauty of nature and its impact on the soul. 
 
Summary of the Poem: 

The Solitary Reaper is one of his poems on the captivating power of the countryside. It is 

about simple, rustic folk who had no art or artifice, but lived quiet and subdued life in the lap of 

nature. These people do their assigned duties without question or dissatisfaction. The picture of 

the solitary reaper who sings in a musical and lilting tone as she cuts and binds the grain is 

haunting in its power not only for the poet but also for the reader. The way Wordsworth evokes 

the scene and its charm is deft and simple, but leaves on with the reader. This is one of the most 

memorable poems in English literature. 

Wordsworth was on a walking tour in the Highlands of Scotland when he came across the 

figure of the solitary reaper, cutting and binding grain and singing to herself all the while. She 

was singing in her own native dialect which was Erse, and therefore this was not completely 

comprehensible to the poet. This makes him wonder about the theme of her song. It could refer 

to one of many things such as nostalgia, tales of long ago, some familiar stories of everyday life 

or some human sorrow or pain which has passed but could return. This makes the song 

mysterious in a way but at the same time touching and melancholy to the ears of the poet. He 

moves on in his work but the song remains in his heart much after he had left the scene and could 

bring back joy and beauty in later years. 

The poet sees a young girl working in the field. The place is deserted and the girl is alone. 

The girl is singing a song while cutting the grain. The poet is passing by the field but when he 

listens her song he feels to stop there to listen to her song. The girl is cutting and binding the 

grain and the poet feels that she is singing a melancholy song. He feels that the valley nearby is 

filled with her song and one could feel that her song is everywhere in the surroundings. 

The poet compares the beauty and melody of the song of the girl with the nightingale and 

the cuckoo bird. The poet feels that the girl's song is more beautiful and melodious than the song 

of the nightingale which gives a soothing feeling to the tired group of travellers who are in 

search of shade in the Arabian sands.  The poet feels that the girl's voice is more thrilling than 

the cuckoo bird which sings to break the silence of the seas on the Hebrides island. 

The girl is singing in a local Scottish dialect, so the poet does not understand the theme of 

her song. The poet predicts that she may be singing some melancholy lines of poetry about old, 

unhappy and far off things. She may be singing about some battles that have been fought long 
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ago. He predicts further that her song is a simple song of familiar matter in today's times. Even 

he feels that her song is about some natural sorrow, loss or pain which has been and which may 

come again. 

Though the poet does not understand the theme of the girl's song he feels that her song 

should never end. The poet sees her singing at her work and over the sickle bending. The song 

of the girl has a profound effect on the poet. The poet listens the song remaining motionless and 

still and as he climbs up the hill the music of the song remains in his heart after a long time. The 

poet never forgets the song of the girl and he has the sweet memory of that song for forever in 

his life. The poem has eight stanzas of four lines each. The stanzas follow varying rhyme 

scheme. The first and seventh stanzas have abcb rhyme scheme. The second, fourth, sixth and 

eight stanzas have aabb rhyme scheme. The third and fifth stanzas have abab rhyme scheme.   
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The Three Questions by Leo Tolstoy 

 

About the Author: 

Leo Tolstoy was a great Russian thinker and writer. He wrote many novels, short stories and an 

autobiography called My Confession containing his religious experiences. War and Peace and 

Anna Karenina are his famous works. His literary works are union of great moral conviction and 

realistic details. He rejected all outward forms and dogmas of religion but returned his belief in 

God and love of men.  

 

Summary of the essay: 

The central idea of the story is what is truly important at any given time is what we are 

doing at that moment, the reason why we are doing it, how it will help someone else at that 

moment, and the most important time is always now. 

Once there was a king in a certain Kingdom. He wants to find out the answers for three 

questions. His questions are; what is the most important time to start anything. The second 

question is; who are the most important people. The third question is; what is the most important 

thing to do in life. The king wants to find out the answers to these questions. He announces 

throughout the kingdom that whoever will give answers to these questions will be given a big 

reward. Many intellectuals, scholars and learned men come to the court of the king to answer the 

questions but the king is not satisfied with the answers of any of them. 

All people answer the questions very differently. In reply to the first question as what is 

the right time for beginning anything, some said that one must plan everything in advance and 

follow the planning strictly. Others said that it is impossible to decide anything in advance and 

one should always do the things that are at hand and are necessary. Some said that the king 

should appoint a council of wise men and he should consult them to start anything. Some said 

that the king cannot take every matter to the council as sometimes he has to take urgent 

decisions. Some were of the opinion that the king should appoint magicians to know what is the 

right time for every action. There was variation in response to the second question as who are the 

most important people to whom the king should listen to. Some said that councillors are the most 

important people. Others said the priests; others, the doctors while some others said that the 

warriors are the most important people. To the third question as what is the most important thing 

to do; again there were very different answers. Some said the world of science is the most 

important thing to do. Others said it was skill in warfare and others said it was religious worship. 

The king is not satisfied with the answers to his questions as there were variations in the answers. 

He wants to find out the satisfactory answers to his questions. 

The king decides to visit a hermit who lives in a hut in a forest and who meets only 

common people. The hermit is known for his wisdom. The king decides to put on simple clothes 

and go alone to meet the hermit. He keeps his bodyguards and a horse at a distance and goes on 

foot to meet the hermit. When the king approaches to the hermit, he is digging the ground in 

front of his hut. The hermit greets the king and continues digging. The hermit is very weak and 
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every time he stuck his spade he is breathing heavily. The king goes to the hermit and tells him 

that he has come there to know the answers to his questions. The king asks the hermit his 

questions and requests him to answer them. The hermit listens to the questions but answers none 

and continues with his work. When the hermit is tired he does the work for the hermit. After 

sometime the King stops and repeats his questions but the hermit again does not answer them.  

The king continues with his work till the evening. As it is evening time, the king decides to 

repeat his questions to the hermit and at the same time a man comes running towards them. 

The bearded man comes running out of the wood towards them. The man has held his 

hands against his stomach and the blood is flowing from under them. When he reaches the king 

he falls fainting on the ground. The king and the hermit unfasten his clothes and see a wound in 

his stomach. The king washes his wound and bandages it with his handkerchief and the towel the 

hermit has. The blood does not stop flowing and the king again and again removes the bandage 

soaked with warm blood and washes and rebandages the wound. When the blood stops flowing 

the man becomes conscious and asks something to drink. The king gives him fresh water. The 

king and the hermit carry the wounded man into the hut and lay him on bed. Lying on the bed the 

man closes his eyes. The king is so tired due to walking and the work he has done that he also 

falls asleep very soon. 

When the king wakes up in the morning he sees that the bearded man is watching intently 

at him. The man asks the king to forgive him. The king says that he does not know him and there 

is no reason to forgive him. The man informs the king that he knows the king and he reveals his 

identity to the king. He reveals that he is that enemy of the king who has decided to take revenge 

because the king has killed his brother and seized his property. He knew that the king has gone 

into the forest to visit the hermit so he decided to kill him on his way back. He was hiding behind 

the bush but after sunset as the king did not come out, the man decided to come out from the 

hiding place and go to the hut to kill the king. But the king's bodyguards recognised the man and 

attacked him. Somehow he escaped from them and came running towards the hut. He wanted to 

kill the king but the king has saved his life by dressing his wound. He informs the king that if the 

king wishes him to live he will serve him as his most faithful slave and will order his sons to do 

the same. The king is very happy to have made peace with his enemy so easily and he forgives 

him. The king promises him to restore his property and also tells him that he will send his 

servants and his own doctor to attend him. 

The king takes the leave of the wounded man and goes out looking for the hermit. He 

decides to ask his questions once again to the hermit before leaving the place, so he puts his 

questions to the hermit. The hermit replies that his questions have already been answered. The 

king is puzzled and wants to know how they are answered. The hermit explains that if he would 

not have pitied his weakness yesterday and would not have dug the beds for him but would have 

gone his way, that man would have attacked him and he would have repented of not having 

stayed with him. So the most important time was when he was digging the beds and the hermit 

was the most important man and to do him good was the most important business. Afterwards 

when that man came running towards them, the most important time was when he was attending 
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to him for if he had not bound up his wounds he would have died without making peace with 

him. So he was the most important man and what the king did for him was his most important 

business. The hermit finally tells the king to remember that there is only one time that is 

important and it is the present time. It is the most important time because it is the only time when 

we have some power. The most necessary man is the one with whom we are at that moment and 

the most important thing is to do good with that man with whom we are. 
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The Toys by Coventry Patmore 

 

About the Poet: 

Coventry Patmore worked as an assistant in the printed book department of the British Museum. 

He also worked as a librarian in the Museum. The beauty and tenderness of family life and the 

simple joys and sorrows of domestic situations are the subjects of his poetry. 

 

Summary of the Poem: 

The present poem is from The Unknown Eros. It was inspired by a moment of anger 

caused by one of his sons. It shows our true relation to God and strengthens our faith in the 

mercy and forgiveness of God. The poem describes a sensitive parent's reaction to the harsh way 

in which he had punished a disobedient son. The father strikes his son for having disobeyed for 

the seventh time. The father dismisses him from his sight. He uses very harsh language and does 

not shower love on his son which he usually does. The father makes an observation that he is not 

as patient as the child's mother who is now dead. He does not have that much patience as his 

wife had. However, the father feels sorry for the boy and he goes to see him in his bedroom 

because he feels that the child cannot sleep due to his grief. But when he goes there he realises 

that the boy is fast asleep though his lashes are still wet with the sobbing that he had gone 

through before going to bed. The father feels very sorry for the child and adds his own tears to 

the wet face of the child. The father notices that the boy had tried to console himself by putting 

his toys on the table beside his bed. These toys include a box of counters, a red streaked stone, a 

piece of glass found on the beach, six or seven shells, a bottle with bluebells and two French 

copper coins. The father prays that night to God saying that in the same way when human beings 

reached their end, He, that is God, should be able to forgive them for constructing joys out of 

simple things and being mindless of God's instructions. The poet feels that when we are on death 

bed we remember how we made our life joyful. In creating joy in our life many times we have 

disobeyed God's commands. Many times people have not understood very clearly the teaching of 

religion given in the religious texts. All religions teach us principles and values but very few 

people live their life according to these values. Actually these values are the commands given by 

the God but throughout his life man either misunderstood these commands or violates them. The 

man while creating joy in his life does not think whether something is moral or immoral. At the 

end God forgives man for his childishness, so the father should also forgive his son for his 

disobedience. 

The poem has religious connotations. The poet takes a very common situation in our 

domestic life and compares it on a broad level to human life by bringing religious tone in it. The 

stanzas in the poem are of varying length and do not follow a particular rhyme scheme.   
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Where the Mind is without Fear by Rabindranath Tagore 

 

About the Author: 

Rabindranath Tagore contributed greatly to giving a modern India a place on the world literary 

scene. He was a multi-faceted personality. He was a poet, a dramatist, a short story writer and a 

novelist. He was also a philosopher and a nation builder. He wrote primary in Bengali but 

translated his own works into English. His important translated volumes of poetry are Gitanjali 

and The Gardener. The songs of Gitanjali are mainly devotional poems in the Indian tradition. 

His Crescent Moon is a collection intended primary for children but it has a powerful appeal also 

for adults. The Gardener is mainly love poetry. Tagore's translations of his Bengali poems are in 

free verse. Tagore draws most of his imagery from Indian philosophy and spiritualism. 

 

Summary of the Poem: 

Rabindranath Tagore's poem If is a part of a larger poem The Heaven of Freedom which 

is one of his most anthologized poems. It is an expression of the poet's reflective spirit. It 

contains a simple prayer for his country, the India of pre-Independence times. The prayer has a 

universal message which makes it an immortal. The poem is written in the form of a prayer. The 

poet prays before God where he puts a picture of an Independent India which is an ideal country 

free from all negative things. The poem is about the expectations of the poet from free, 

Independent country. 

The poet expects his citizens to be free from all kinds of fears. The poet is referring to the 

fear which the people have about the rulers in pre- Independence India. All the citizens, of all 

classes, of all genders, of all races, religions and castes should be free from all kinds of fears. 

They should live their life with pride and dignity. The poet expects that the education should be 

free to all. The state shall not charge anything for the education. All, rich and poor should have 

access to the education. The poet expects that there should not be any narrow domestic walls 

between the citizens. These narrow walls of religions, castes, languages, and states hinder the 

progress of humankind and it fragments the world. The poet expects that there should not be any 

place for such narrow domestic walls in Independent India. 

The poet prays before God that all people should speak the truth. They should be sincere, 

honest and truthful to themselves and to others. The poet expects his citizens to strive for 

perfection. They should work continuously. All the people should carry their duties and 

responsibilities. They should work hard and try to bring the perfection in whatever thing they are 

doing. They should always go for excellence in their fields. The poet expects the people to be 

logical, rational and scientific in their personal as well as public life. They should not accept 

anything blindly. They should always question whatever they have been told and should demand 

the proof for everything. They should not accept superstitions. The poet prays that his 

countrymen should always have broad thoughts and they should put those thoughts into action. 

They should not only speak great things but should put them into action. Their thoughts and 

actions should go hand in hand. The poet considers the state of 'freedom' as a 'heavenly thing' 
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and he wants his country to have that heaven of freedom. In the last line of the poem the poet 

uses personification where he says that; "Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country 

awake". He considers the country as a living thing and he expects it 'to awake' from sleep. 

The poem is written in free verse and does not follow any rhyme scheme.   
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With the Photographer by Stephen Leacock 

 

About the Author: 

Stephen Leacock was born in Britain but brought up in Canada. He taught for some years at 

McGill University in Montreal. He is best known as a humorist. His many volumes of 

humourous essays and stories include Literary Lapses, Nonsense Novels and Friendship Fiction. 

 

Summary of the Essay: 

With the Photographer is an interesting account of Leacock’s meeting with a 

photographer. He remembers his experience of getting a photograph taken with an observant eye 

for detail. He records his sharp reactions to having his face reshaped and retouched by the skilled 

photographer. Leacock shows a special kind of humour in this essay. 

The writer wants to take his photograph. He goes to the photographer and tells him that 

he wants to take his photograph. The photographer is busy and asks him to wait. The 

photographer is a thin man with green eyes like a scientist. The writer waits for an hour. He reads 

some magazines to pass the time. He thinks that he has made a mistake by disturbing the privacy 

of the photographer. After an hour the photographer asks the writer to come in the studio. The 

photographer asks him to sit. The photographer sits in a beam of sunlight coming from a sheet of 

factory cotton which is hung against frosted window. The photographer rolls a machine into the 

middle of the room and crawls into it from behind. He is in only for a second. He comes out and 

removes the cotton sheet and the window panes with stick. Again he crawls back into the 

machine and draws a black cloth over himself. Now he is very quiet and the writer feels that he is 

praying so he remains silent. When the photographer comes out he looks very serious and shakes 

his head and exclaims that the writer’s face is very wrong. The writer answers that he knows it 

and he has always known it. The photographer thinks that if you would take the face three 

quarters full it would come very good. The writer affirms that it would and he feels very happy 

that the photographer has taken an interest in him. The writer expresses his opinion that many 

faces are hard, narrow and limited but when you get them three-quarters full they a get wide, 

large and almost boundless but the photographer is not interested in the writer’s opinion.  

He comes over and takes the writer’s head in his hands and twists it sideways. The writer 

thinks that the photographer is about to kiss him so he closes his eyes but he was wrong. The 

photographer twists the writer's face as far as it would go and then stands looking at it. The 

photographer says that he does not like the writer’s head. He goes back to the machine and takes 

another look and asks him to open his mouth little. The photographer gives him various 

commands which the writer follows quietly. The photographer asks him to close his eyes and 

says that his ears are bad and asks him to drop them a little. The photographer asks to roll the 

eyes in under the eyelids, put the hands on the knees and turn the face just a little upwards. He 

asks the writer to expand his lungs, turn the neck and contract the face. The writer is very 

irritated at all these commands. He is about to get up from the stool and says to stop all this. The 

writer speaks with dignity and says that his face is his face and he has lived with it for forty years 
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and he knows its faults. He knows that it is not beautiful. He knows it was not made for him but 

it is the only face he has. He is about to break his voice but continues by saying that he has learnt 

to love his face, his mouth and all the features of it. His ears are his. As the writer is speaking in 

an irritated tone at this same moment the photographer takes a picture. The writer wants to see 

how the picture has been taken but the photographer asks him to come on next Saturday. 

When the next Saturday the writer goes to the photographer, he calls him in. He looks 

very quiet and serious person than before. The writer thinks that there was pride in his manner. 

The photographer unfolds the proof of a large photograph and both of them look at it in silence. 

The writer is unable to recognise it and says that whether it is his photograph. The eyes, the 

eyebrows, the hair on the skull, the mouth, the ears, nothing look like his. The photographer 

explains that he has retouched his eyes and removed the eyebrows. They have a process for 

putting new eyebrows. The photographer wants to get the new brow line which we can make 

with the technology. He has adjusted the writer’s mouth a little which he finds very low. The 

photographer tells him that he has a process of removing the ears completely. 

As the writer is listening to the photographer he feels very sad and speaks with a bitter 

tone which should have blasted the man on the spot. He says that he has come there for a 

photograph which would look like him. He wanted something which should show his face as 

God has given it to him though it is very simple. He wanted something that his friends might 

keep after his death and it seems that he is mistaken because what he wanted is not done. The 

writer asks the photographer to continue with his brutal work. He asks him to take his negative or 

whatever it is he calls, dip it in anything he likes; remove the eyes, correct the mouth, adjust the 

face, restore the lips, reanimate the necktie and reconstruct the waistcoat. He asks him to coat it 

with an inch of gloss, shade it, gild it till he acknowledges that it is finished. When the 

photographer feels that he has done everything, he should keep it for himself and for his friends. 

They may value it but for the writer it is a worthless trifle. The tears come into the eyes of the 

writer and he leaves the studio. 

The essay is written in a comic tone but there is a satire in it. The writer in a comic tone 

satirizes the photographer's work where he has made many changes to the writer's face and 

which does not seem natural. The writer does not like it and speaks in a bitter tone about it.   


