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• Three articles: a, an, the

• Indefinite articles: a, an

• Definite article: the



Rule # 1

1. Use ‘a’ before words that begin with a consonant sound

2. Use ‘an’ before words that begin with a vowel sound.

e.g. a car, a book, a woman, a student, a banana, 

a university, a European, a union

an egg, an engineer, an orange, an umbrella, an apple, 

an hour, an honour, an MP, an MA in English



Rule # 2 

• Use a/an before singular countable nouns

e.g. a car, a man, a key, an aeroplane, an ant, a 

house, a bat, an egg, an elephant, a hat, etc.

a water, an oil, a happiness, a furniture, a luggage, 

an information, a weather, a work



Rule # 3 

• Use a/an to say what a thing or person is

e.g. 1. The sun is a star.

2. Hockey is a game.

3. Tokyo is a city in Japan.

4. A mouse is an animal.

5. The earth is a planet.



Rule # 4 

• We use a/an to say what a person’s job is, was or will be

e.g. 1. He is an engineer.

2. She is a teacher.

3. Picasso was a famous painter.

4. Are you a student?

5. His father is a doctor.



Rule # 5

• a/an = one person or one thing

e.g. 1. I haven’t got a car.

2. Do you want an apple or a banana?

3. We’ll be in France for a year.

4. I brush my teeth three times a day.

5. “How much are those grapes?” “Rs. 60 a Kilo.”



Rule # 6: a, an or the

• a/an = Indefinite article (non-specific reference)

• The = Definite article (specific reference)

e.g. i) Sam sat down on a chair.

Sam sat down on the chair nearest the door.

ii) George is looking for a job.

Did George get the job he applied for?

iii) Rina is a student.

Rina is the youngest student in the class.



Rule # 6

• Use a/an = to talk about something for the first time

the = when reference to that thing becomes definite

e.g. 1) I bought a jacket and a shirt. The jacket was cheap 

but the shirt was expensive.

2) I had a sandwich and an apple for breakfast. The 

sandwich wasn’t very good but the apple was nice.

3) A man and a woman were sitting opposite me. The man 

was German but I think the woman was Italian.



Rule # 7

• Use ‘the’ when it is clear in the situation which thing or 

person we mean

e.g. 1) Can you turn off the light, please?

2) I’d like to speak to the manager, please.

3) I took a taxi to the station.

4) Can you please turn down the radio a little bit?

5) The topic we are discussing, is very interesting.



Rule # 8

• Don’t use ‘the’ for general ideas or when we speak in 

general.

e.g. 1) We don’t eat fish very often.

We had a very nice meal last night. The fish was very good

2) I often listen to music.

The film wasn’t very good but I liked the music.

3) Sugar isn’t very good for you.

Can you pass the sugar, please?



Rule # 9: Use ‘the’ when there is only one of something

e.g. the sky, the moon, the world, the sea

1) The sky is blue and the sun is shining.

2) Paris is the capital of France.

Rule # 10: Use ‘the’ for musical instruments

e.g. play the piano/ the guitar/ the trumpet, etc.

1) Paula is learning to play the piano.

2) Can you play the guitar?



Rule # 11: Use ‘the’ before ‘same’

e.g. 1) Your shirt is the same colour as mine.

2) These two photographs are the same.

Rule # 12: Use ‘the’ before a superlative adjective when 

the adjective is followed by a noun.

e.g. 1) Who is the best player in your team?

2) She is the most beautiful girl I’ve ever seen



Rule # 13: (go to) the cinema/ the theatre/ the bank/ the 

post office

e.g. 1) I never go to the theatre but I often go to the 

cinema.

2) Are you going to the bank?

Rule # 14: We use, the station/ the airport/ the city center

e.g. 1) We live in an old house near the station

2) Susan works in the city center.



Rule # 15: the police/ the fire brigade / the army

e.g. 1) My brother is in the army.

2) I went to the police.

Rule # 16: (go to) the doctor, the dentist

e.g. 1) You’re not well. Why don’t you go to the doctor?

2) I’m going to the dentist.



Rule # 17: Use, ‘the + adjective’ to talk about group of 

people

e.g. the young, the old, the elderly, the rich, the poor, etc.

the young = young people, the rich = rich people

• Do you think the rich should pay more taxes to help the 

poor?



Rule # 18: Use ‘the’ before names of rivers, gulfs, seas, 

groups of islands, mountain ranges, etc.

e.g. The Ganges, the Amazon, the Persian Gulf, the Pacific 

Ocean, the Dead Sea, the Himalayas, the Andamans

Rule # 19: Use, ‘the + a singular countable noun’ to talk 

about a type of animal, machine, etc which represents a 

whole class.

e.g. 1) The camel is the ship of the desert.

2) The bicycle is an excellent means of transport.



Rule # 20: We say, the top/ the middle/ the left, etc.

e.g. 1) Write your name at the top of the page.

2) My house is at the end of the street.

3) The table is in the middle of the room.

4) Do you drive on the right or on the left in your country?



Rule # 21: Omission of the article (Zero article ‘Ø’)

We do not use any article:

• Before the names of meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner, etc.)

e.g. 1) What did you have for breakfast?

2) We had lunch in a very nice restaurant.

3) What time is dinner?



Rule # 21: Omission of the article (Zero article ‘Ø’)

We do not use any article:

• Before the names of games and sports

e.g. 1) My favourite sports are cricket and hockey.

• Before names of languages and academic subjects

e.g. 1) Do you think English is difficult?

2) Sachin’s brother is studying Physics and Chemistry.



Rule # 21: Omission of the article (Zero article ‘Ø’)

We do not use any article:

• Before names of people and places

e.g. Jenny, Tom, Ram, Africa, New Delhi, London, etc.

• Before the names of individual peaks and mountains

e.g. Mount Everest, Mount Etna, Mount Blanc, etc.

• Before the construction, ‘noun + number’

e.g. 1) our train leaves from platform 5.

2) Have you got these shoes in size 43?
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Be, Have, Do as Auxiliary Verbs

• Be Verb

➢ Forms:



➢ ‘Be’ as a main verb   

1. He is a policeman.

2. My hands are cold.

3. Jenny is 18 years old.

4. Are your shoes new?

5. The weather was good last week.

6. We were hungry after the journey.

7. Why were you late this evening?



➢ ‘Be’ as an auxiliary verb

1. John is sleeping in the room.

2. I am reading a novel.

3. They are playing in the park.

4. The sun was shining and the birds were singing.

5. What were you doing?

6. Butter is made from milk.

7. Oranges are imported into Britain.



➢ ‘Be’ as an auxiliary verb

8.   The office is cleaned every day.

9.   This house was built 100 years ago.

10. These houses were built 100 years ago.

11. The office is being cleaned at the moment.

12. Some new houses are being built opposite the park.

13. They were being questioned.



• Have Verb

➢ Forms:



➢ ‘Have’ as a main verb   

1. I have blue eyes.

2. Tim has two sisters.

3. They have three dogs and 

two cats.

4. He had a heart attack.

5. Sarah had a car.

➢ ‘Have’ as an auxiliary verb

1. He has lost his key.

2. I have bought a new car.

3. Charles and Sarah have

gone to Brazil.

4. The room has been cleaned.

5. I haven’t been invited.

6. The room had been cleaned.



• Do Verb

➢ Forms:



➢ ‘Do’ as a main verb

1. You must do your work.

2. Can’t you do it by yourself?

3. We do a lot of different 

things in our free time.

➢ ‘Do’ as an auxiliary verb

1. You don’t work very hard.

2. They don’t go to the cinema 

very often.

3. Where do your parents live?

4. Ann doesn’t speak Italian.

5. Do you know him?

6. I didn’t buy a magazine.

7. Did you enjoy the party?
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Comparison of Adjectives

➢Three degrees of comparison: Positive, 

Comparative and Superlative.

➢Two ways of forming Degrees Comparison

1. By adding –er and –est to the Positive

2. By using more and most before the Positive



➢The ways of forming Degrees of Comparison

➢ Adjectives of one syllable and a few adjectives of

two syllables, which do not end in –e, add –er and

–est to the Positive.

Positive Comparative Superlative

Long longer longest

Soft softer Softest

High Higher Highest

Young Younger Youngest

Clever Cleverer cleverest



➢ When the Positive ends in –e, only –r and –st are

added.

Positive Comparative Superlative

Large larger largest

Pure purer purest

True truer truest



➢ Adjectives ending in a single consonant (especially

d, t, m or n) preceded by a vowel, double the final

consonant before adding –er and –est.

Positive Comparative Superlative

Hot hotter hottest

Slim slimmer slimmest

Sad sadder saddest

Thin thinner thinnest

Dim dimmer dimmest

Fat fatter fattest



➢ Adjectives ending in –y preceded by a consonant,

change –y into –i before adding –er and –est.

Positive Comparative Superlative

Dry drier driest

Holy holier holiest

Silly sillier silliest

Lovely lovelier loveliest

Jolly jollier jolliest



➢ If the –y is preceded by a vowel, it is not changed

into –i

Positive Comparative Superlative

Gay gayer gayest

Grey greyer greyest



➢ Most adjectives of two syllables and all adjectives

of more than two syllables take more and most

before them to form the Comparative and

Superlative degrees.

Positive Comparative Superlative

Difficult more difficult most difficult

Honest more honest most honest

Profound more profound most profound

Fruitful more fruitful most fruitful

Splendid more splendid most splendid



➢ Irregular Comparison: some adjectives have a superlative

ending in most, and a comparative which is more or less irregular,
or no comparative at all

Positive Comparative Superlative

Eastern - easternmost

Fore former foremost (first)

Hind hinder hindmost

In inner inmost, innermost

Northern - northernmost

Out outer, utter outermost, uttermost, utmost

Southern - southernmost

Top - topmost

Up upper uppermost

Western - westernmost



➢ Few adjectives have comparatives and

superlatives of different of different roots.

Positive Comparative Superlative

Fore Further Furthest

Bad, ill Worse Worst

Good Better Best

Little Less, lesser Least

Much, many More most



➢ There are some comparative adjectives derived

from Latin which are followed by to and not than.

Inferior. This cloth is inferior to the other one there.

Superior. Japanese cameras are superior to those made in China.

Junior. Mr Sharma is very considerate to those junior to him.

Senior. Mr Mukherji is senior to all others on the staff.

Prior. Mr Kadam visited us prior to his departure for England.
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• Two types of Nouns: Countable and Uncountable

•Countable Nouns: They are things we can count. So 

we can say, ‘one banana’, two bananas’, etc. 

•You can use one/two/three, etc. + countable nouns

e.g. one car, two cars, three men, four houses, etc.



➢A countable noun can be singular (one) or plural 

(more than one)

➢Singular- a car, my car, the car, a dog, an apple

➢Plural – cars, two cars, some cars, the cars, dogs, 

apples

• I’ve got a car.

• There aren’t many cars in the car park.

•New cars are very expensive.



➢You can use a/an with singular countable nouns 

(a/an + singular countable noun)

e.g. a beach, a student, a banana, a cup, a plate, a 

potato

an apple, an egg, an umbrella, an hour 

•We can’t get in without a key. 

•He is eating an apple.

• I need a new car.



➢We cannot use singular countable nouns alone.

(without a, an, the, my, etc)

• I want a banana. (not ‘I want banana’)

• There’s been an accident. (not ‘There’s been 
accident’)

• She never wears a hat.

•What a beautiful day!

➢We can use plural countable nouns alone.

• I like bananas.

•Accidents can be prevented.



➢We use a/an to say what kind of thing or person 

something or somebody is.

•A dog is an animal.

•Amit’s father is a doctor.

•Are you a good driver?

• Jim is a really nice person.

•What a lovely dress!



➢We say that somebody has a long nose/a nice 

face/a strong heart, etc.

• Jack has got a long nose. (not ‘the long nose’)

➢Remember to use a/an when you say what 

somebody’s job is.

• Sandra is a nurse.

•Raghav is a farmer.

•Would you like to be an English teacher?



➢We can use some and any with plural countable nouns.

(some=a number of, a few of, a pair of)

•We sang some songs.

•Did you buy any apples?

• I have seen some good films recently.

➢(some = some but not all)

• Some children learn very quickly.

• Some police officers in India carry guns, but most of them 

don’t.



➢We use many and few with plural countable nouns.

•We didn’t take many photographs.

• I have a few jobs to do.

➢Some nouns are sometimes countable and    

sometimes uncountable.

e.g. a cake

some cakes

some cake or a piece of cake.



➢a paper and some paper

• I want something to read. I’m going to buy a paper.

(a paper = newspaper)

• I want to make a list. I need some paper / a piece of 

paper. (not ‘paper’)



➢coffee/tea/beer/juice, etc. (drinks) are normally 

uncountable.

e.g. I don’t drink coffee very often.

-But they can be countable when you are thinking

of a cup/a glass, etc.

e.g. Two coffees and an orange juice, please.
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Subject and Predicate
• The boys were busy.

• The Indians were the winners.

• She slept inside.

• Her brother is a fool.

• The policeman may be right.

• The lunch is tasty.

• She gave me a pen.

• My mother is industrious.

• His father is a doctor.



Subject
• Doer of an action/ a 

thing that is being 

spoken about

• Comes before verb

• First element

• Not always first

• Can be a noun, NP, Pron.

• Singular / plural

• Concord (S-V)

➢ Examples

1. Dhoni hit a century yesterday.

2. Manik played with the ball.

3. Honesty is the best policy.

4. The movie was praised by the 

critics.

5. Is Maya in the park?

6. The boy is playing in the park.

7.The boys are playing in the 

park.



Verb
• Refers to action / state

• Different types

• Linking verb

• Transitive and intransitive

• Finite and non-finite

• Main verb and auxiliary 

verb

• Regular and irregular 

verb

➢ Examples

1. He is playing cricket.

2. She is a teacher..

3. He walks slowly.

4. India won the match.

5. She went Nagpur to 

study law.

6. She washed dishes.



Object
• A noun or pronoun

• Affected by the action

• Answers what? /whom?

• Only one - direct object

• Two- direct and indirect

• Direct – non personal , 

can be passivized

• Indirect - personal

➢ Examples

1. Ram killed Ravana.

2. My father gave me a 

new bicycle.

3. Rohit sent me a box of 

sweets.



Complement
• Completes the sense of 

the verb

• Co-referential to the 

subject or object

• Gives more information 

about subject or object

➢ Examples

1. She looks worried.

2. He is the chairman.

3. They made him the 

chairman every year.

4. She made him a good 

husband.



Adverbial
• Refers to time/ place/ 

manner

• One word/ NP/PP/Clause

• Do not have fixed position

➢ Examples

1. She ran fast.

2. The bombs exploded 

continuously.

3. Asha goes to her office 

in the afternoon.

4. They play while their 

parents are away.

5. I met him yesterday.



Exercise
1. Many people are painting their houses white these days.

2. John carefully searched the room.

3. The girl is now a student at a large university.

4. She made him some coffee.

5. They are workers.
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Adjectives are noun defining or noun describing or noun 
qualifying words.
• Kinds of Adjectives:
There are six types of Adjectives;
1. Adjectives of Quality (or Descriptive Adjectives)
2. Adjectives of Quantity
3. Adjectives of Number (Numeral Adjective)
4. Demonstrative Adjectives
5. Distributive Adjectives
6. Interrogative Adjectives



1. Adjectives of Quality (or Descriptive Adjectives):

The adjectives which show the quality, kind or condition of the 

Nouns they describe are called as Adjectives of Quality.
Examples:
• Pankaj is a good athlete.
• The sky is blue.
• The weary, old man had frightened look.
• He is a German sailor.
• The British Ambassador is coming here tomorrow.



1. Adjectives of Quality (or Descriptive Adjectives):

One important group of Adjectives of Quality consists of the 

Present and Past Participles of Verbs. They are called Participial 

Adjectives.

• She has a smiling face.

• He has a tired look.

• The boy has pleasing manners.



2. Adjectives of Quantity:

They show how much of a thing is meant.

• He drank a little water.

• I don’t get enough exercise these days.

• I could not get any sugar.



3. Adjectives of Number (Numeral Adjectives):

They show how many persons or things are meant or in what 

order any of them stands.

• There are fifty students in the class.

• There are no pictures on the wall.

• He was the first to get a certificate.

• Amit is the last in the list.



4. Demonstrative Adjectives:

These adjectives point out which person or thing is referred to.

• This flower is beautiful.

• These pictures are lovely.

• Such questions should not be asked.



5. Distributive Adjectives:

These adjectives refer to each one of two or more persons or 

things, taken singly or in separate groups.

• Each man has to sign this document.

• He can write with either hand.

• He has to go the factory every day.



6. Interrogative Adjectives:

What, which and whose, when they are with Nouns to ask 

question, they are called Interrogative Adjectives.

• What sort of man is he?

• Which path should we follow?

• Whose signature is this?
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DONATION
at a temple / church

1

2

3

4

5

FEE
at a school / college

BRIBE
illegally received for a service

TAX
pay the government

RANSOM
Paid to a kidnapper

Money
and its Forms



ALLOWANCE
you give your children

6

7

8

9

10

LOAN
borrowed from a bank

WAGE
for a day worker

SALARY
employer gives you

FINE
in a court

Money
and its Forms



ALIMONY
in case of a divorce

11

12

13

14

PENSION
post retirement

DEBT
when you owe

TIP
offer someone for a service

Money
and its Forms
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The case of a Noun or Pronoun shows the relationship of a 
Noun or Pronoun to some other word or words in the 
sentence. There are six cases in the English language. 

1. The Nominative Case

2. The Objective Case

3. The Possessive Case

4. The Dative Case

5. The Vocative Case

6. The Case in Apposition



1. The Nominative Case

Noun or Pronoun            Subject           the Nominative Case

Examples:

• Shankar built a house.

• Gopal bought a bicycle.

• Hari saw Mohan in the street.



2. The Objective Case

Noun or Pronoun            Direct Object          the Objective Case

Noun or Pronoun            Object of a Preposition          the Objective Case

Examples:

• Shankar built a house.

• Gopal bought a bicycle.

• Hari saw Mohan in the street.



3. The Possessive Case

Noun           ownership/possession           the Possessive Case

Examples:

• I went to Shankar’s house.

• This is Gopal’s bicycle.



4. The Dative Case

Noun/Pronoun           Indirect Object           the Dative Case

Examples:

• I gave Sita a present.

• Sudhir sent me a book.

• Mahesh bought his son a watch.



5. The Vocative Case

A Person or thing           Addressed            the Vocative Case

Examples:

• Come here, Tom.

• O Death, where is thy sting?

• Friends, let us form a new Democratic Party.



6. The Case in Apposition

A Noun or Pronoun           to describe another noun or pronoun           

the case in Apposition

Examples:

• Gauri, the dancer, drank some water.

• Ravi, my neighbour, is a good person.
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There are four genders of Noun in the English 

language. They are;

1. Masculine Gender

2. Feminine Gender

3. Common Gender

4. Neuter Gender



1. Masculine Gender:

A noun that refers to a male is said to be of the 

masculine gender.

Examples: boy, cock, lion, father, etc.

2. Feminine Gender:

A noun that refers to a female is said to be of 

the feminine gender.

Examples: girl, hen, lioness, mother, etc.



3. Common Gender:

A noun that refers to both male and female is said to 
be of the common gender.

Examples: baby, cousin, pupil, friend, neighbour, etc.

4. Neuter Gender:

A noun that refers to a living or non-living thing which 
is neither male nor female is said to be of the neuter 

gender. 

Examples: toy, chair, plant, class, mountain, city, etc.



Certain words in the masculine can be changed 
into the feminine by adding a suffix.

Examples: count-countess, poet-poetess, lion-lioness
In some words the masculine can be changed into 

the feminine by adding –ess after dropping the 

vowel of the masculine.
Examples: waiter-waitress, hunter-huntress, tiger-
tigress
In some cases the feminine is formed by using an 

entirely different word.
Examples: bull-cow, fox-vixen, king-queen
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 Definition: A noun is a name of a place, person or thing.

Examples: Mohan, table, water, gold, etc.

 Nouns can be divided into two main classes – Concrete and 

Abstract.

 Abstract Nouns: These are the names of things that we can only 

think of, but cannot touch or see. They have no physical existence. 

They express a quality (patience, beauty), a state (death, youth), a 

feeling or an action (pleasure, flight) or a general idea or system of 

thought (logic, astronomy). Such nouns are called Abstract Nouns. 



 Concrete Nouns: These are the names of persons, or things that 

we can touch and see. They exist physically or materially. Such 

nouns are called Concrete Nouns.

 Concrete Nouns can be sub-divided into four groups.

1. Proper Nouns: The names of particular persons, places or things 

are called Proper Nouns.

Examples: Akbar, John, Everest, etc. 



2. Common Nouns: The names that can be applied to any one of 

a class of persons, places or things are called Common Nouns. 

Examples: boy, king, river, mountain, etc. 

3. Collective Nouns: These are the names of groups of persons or 

objects of the same kind, considered as a single whole.

Examples: a crowd of people, a team of players, a herd of cattle, 

a flock of sheep, a fleet of ships, etc. 

4. Material Nouns: These are the names of materials or substances.

Examples: gold, silver, clay, stone, wood, cotton, etc. 



 Countable Nouns and Uncountable Nouns:

 Countable Nouns: The nouns that we can count together as 

one, two, three, four…….etc. are called as Countable Nouns.

Examples: pen, boy, river, etc. 

-We can have plural forms of these nouns. 

 Uncountable Nouns: The nouns that we cannot count as one, 

two, three, four,…..etc. are called as Uncountable Nouns.

Examples: water, rice, beauty, gold, etc. 

-We cannot have plural forms of these nouns.
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• There are two numbers in English; the Singular Number and the Plural 

Number. 

• Singular Number denotes one person or one thing.

• Plural number denotes more than one person or thing.

• A singular noun must be followed by a singular verb and a plural 

noun must be followed by a plural verb.



Ways of Forming the Plural

1. We add an –s to most singular nouns to change them into plurals.

Examples: bird-birds, animal-animals, train-trains, etc.

2. If a noun ends in –s, -x, -sh, -ch, or –z its plural is formed by adding 

–es. 

Examples: glass-glasses, box-boxes, brush-brushes, church-churches, 

topaz-topazes, etc.

3. If a noun ends in –y and there is a consonant before –y, the plural is 

formed by changing –y into –ies.

Examples: army-armies, duty-duties, family-families, variety-varieties, 

etc.



Ways of Forming the Plural

4. If a noun ends in –y and there is a vowel before –y, the plural is 

formed by adding –s.

Examples: day-days, play-plays, key-keys, etc.

5. If a noun ends in –o and there is a consonant before –o, the plural is 

formed by adding –es.

Examples: potato-potatoes, mango-mangoes, hero-heroes, etc. 

6. In some singular nouns which end in –f or –fe, the plural is formed by 

changing –f or –fe into –ves.

Examples: wolf-wolves, thief-thieves, knife-knives, etc.



Ways of Forming the Plural

7. If a noun ends in –o and there is a vowel before –o, the plural is 

formed by adding –s.

Examples: radio-radios, studio-studios, bamboo-bamboos, etc.

8. A few nouns form their plural by changing their internal vowel.

Examples: mouse-mice, tooth-teeth, man-men, foot-feet

9. Compound nouns generally form the plurals by using the plural of the 

main word.

Examples: brother-in-law – brothers-in-law, 

son-in-law – sons-in-law, 

passer-by – passers-by 



Ways of Forming the Plural

10. Foreign plurals

a. Words ending in –a have a plural in –ae

Examples: formula-formulae, larva-larvae, nebula-nebulae, etc.

b. Words ending in –us with a plural in –i

Examples: fungus-fungi, bacillus-bacilli, alumnus-alumni, etc.

c. Words ending in –um with a plural in –a

Examples: bacterium-bacteria, curriculum-curricula, datum-data, etc.

d. Words ending in –on with a plural in –a

Examples: criterion-criteria, phenomenon-phenomena, etc.



Ways of Forming the Plural

10. Foreign plurals

e. Words ending in –ex, -ix, -is with a plural in -es

Examples: apex-apexes, index-indexes, axis-axes, appendix-

appendixes, analysis-analyses, basis-bases, oasis-oases, etc. 



Correct Use of Certain Nouns

1. There are a few nouns ending in –ry which are used only in the

singular form though they have plural meaning.

Examples: drapery, imagery, machinery, poetry, scenery, stationery,

statuary, etc.

-These words in the singular form take singular verbs after them.

The imagery in this poem is very striking.

The machinery for this factory was imported from Germany.

2. There are some nouns which have the same form in the singular and

plural.

Examples: sheep, deer, swine, salmon, innings, gallows, offspring, etc.



Correct Use of Certain Nouns

3. Some nouns should be used only in the plural, because they always go

in pairs.

Examples: scissors, spectacles, trousers, pantaloons, tongs, etc.

4. Some other nouns are always used in plural.

Examples: billiards, mumps, measles, thanks, premises, wages, tidings,

annals

5. Names of certain subjects of study are plural in form but singular in

meaning.

Examples: Mathematics, Physics, Politics, Economics, Civics

6. Certain nouns like furniture, information and advice are always used in

plural.
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Parts of Speech

Sentences, clauses and phrases are made of 
words. According to their nature and function 
in the sentence, words are divided into eight 
classes, called parts of speech.

1. Noun 5.  Adverb 

2. Pronoun 6.  Preposition

3. Adjective 7.  Conjunction

4. Verb 8.  Interjection 



• Noun
A Noun is defined as the name of a person, 

place or thing.

Examples: Renu, India, Pen

• Pronoun
A Pronoun is a word used instead of a noun. It 

enables us to avoid repeating the noun again 

and again.

Example: Meena goes to the park for a walk. 

She does that every morning.



• Adjective
A word used to describe a noun is called an 

adjective. It adds something to the meaning of 

a noun. 

Examples: 

• I have many friends in Delhi

• Sita is clever and industrious.



• Verb
A word which describes the action or condition 

of the subject, that is, what the subject does, or 

what happens to it, or what it is. 

Examples:

• My mother works in an office.

• The sun sets in the west.



• Adverb
An adverb is a word that adds meaning to a verb, an adjective 

or another adverb. 

-It tells when, where or how.

-A large number of adverbs are formed from adjectives by 

adding –ly. 

For example: quick-quickly, beautiful-beautifully, quiet-quietly

-Not all adverbs end in –ly. 

For example: fast, soon, more

Examples:
• Copy this out carefully.

• These shoes are too big for me.

• He ran very fast. 



• Preposition
We use preposition to show the relationship of a 

noun or pronoun with another word in a 

sentence.

-They are usually placed before noun or 

pronoun. 

Examples:

• The cat is on the chair. 

• The toy is under the chair.



• Conjunction
Conjunctions are joining words. They join words, 

phrases, clauses or sentences.  

Examples:

• It is a hot and humid day.

• Will you have coffee or tea?

• We went for a swim but the water was not 

clean.



• Interjection
An interjection is a word of exclamation 

expressing a sudden feeling or excitement. 

-It has no grammatical relation to the rest of the 

sentence. 

Examples:

• Oh! I have lost purse.

• Alas! We have lost the match.
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• A Pronoun is a word used instead of a Noun. 

• There are following nine kinds of Pronouns.

1. Personal Pronoun 6. Interrogative Pronoun

2. Reflexive Pronoun 7. Distributive Pronoun

3. Emphatic Pronoun 8. Reciprocal Pronoun

4. Demonstrative Pronoun 9. Relative Pronoun

5. Indefinite Pronoun



Forms of Personal Pronouns: 

Person Singular Number Plural Number

Nominative
Case

Possessive 
Case

Objective 
Case

Nominative 
Case

Possessive 
Case

Objective 
Case

First
Person

I My, mine me We Our, ours Us

Second 
Person

Thou
You

thy, thine
your, yours 

thee
you

ye
you

your
yours

you

Third 
Person

He
She 
It

his
her, hers

its

him
her
it

they their
theirs

them



• Use of the Possessive forms:

➢ The two forms of the Possessive—my, mine, our, ours; your, 
yours; her, hers; their, theirs; should be carefully used. 

➢ The forms my, our, your, her and their are used before a Noun. 
➢ The forms mine, ours, yours, hers and theirs are used after a 

Noun.
• This is my hat. This hat is mine.
• This is our house. This house is ours. 
• That is your coat. That coat is yours.
• That is her purse. That purse is hers.
• It is their fault. The fault is theirs.
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Regular and Irregular Verbs

• Forms of a Verb

to infinitive infinitive/

base form/

present form

past form/

-ed form

past participle/

-ed participle

present 

participle

to clean clean cleaned cleaned cleaning

to go go went gone going

to be be 

am, is, are

was, were been being



• Regular Verbs
• Past form and past participle end in –ed.

infinitive past form past 

participle

play played played

climb climbed climbed

carry carried carried

paint painted painted

finish finished finished

study studied studied

infinitive past 

form

past 

participle

repair repaired repaired

invite invited invited

like liked liked

cook cooked cooked

marry married married

love loved loved



• Irregular Verbs
• Past form and past participle do not end in –ed.

1. Infinitive, past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

cost cost cost

cut cut cut

hit hit hit

hurt hurt hurt

let let let

infinitive past form past 

participle

put put put

shut shut shut

read read read

broadcast broadcast broadcast

bet bet bet



• Irregular Verbs
• Past form and past participle do not end in –ed.

1. Infinitive, past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

burst burst burst

set set set

split split split

spread spread spread



• Irregular Verbs
2. Past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

lend lent lent

send sent sent

spend spent spent

build built built

lose lost lost

shoot shot shot

infinitive past 

form

past 

participle

get got got

light lit lit

sit sat sat

burn burnt burnt

learn learnt learnt

smell smelt smelt



• Irregular Verbs
2. Past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

keep kept kept

sleep slept slept

feel felt felt

leave left left

meet met met

dream dreamt dreamt

infinitive past 

form

past 

participle

mean meant meant

bring brought brought

fight fought fought

think thought thought

catch caught caught

teach taught taught



• Irregular Verbs
2. Past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

sell sold sold

tell told told

find found  found

have had had

hear heard heard

hold held held

infinitive past form past 

participle

say said said

pay paid paid

make made made

stand stood stood

understand understood understood

hang hung hung



• Irregular Verbs
2. Past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

shine shone shone

win won won

bend bent bent

creep crept crept

deal dealt dealt

dig dug dug

infinitive past 

form

past 

participle

feed fed fed

flee fled fled

kneel knelt knelt

lay laid laid

lead led led

seek sought sought



• Irregular Verbs
2. Past form and past participle are the same

infinitive past form past 

participle

slide slid slid

spit spat spat

stick stuck stuck

sting stung stung

strike struck struck

sweep swept swept

infinitive past 

form

past 

participle

swing swung swung

weep wept wept



• Irregular Verbs
3. Past form and past participle are different

infinitive past form past 

participle

choose chose chosen

speak spoke spoken

steal stole stolen

wake woke woken

drive drove driven

ride rode ridden

infinitive past form past 

participle

rise rose risen

write wrote written

beat beat beaten

break broke broken

bite bit bitten

hide hid hidden



• Irregular Verbs
3. Past form and past participle are different

infinitive past form past 

participle

eat ate eaten

fall fell fallen

forget forgot forgotten

give gave given

see saw seen

take took taken

infinitive past form past 

participle

blow blew blown

grow grew grown

know knew known

throw threw thrown

fly flew flown

draw drew drown



• Irregular Verbs
3. Past form and past participle are different

infinitive past form past 

participle

show showed shown

begin began begun

drink drank drunk

swim swam swum

ring rang rung

sing sang sung

infinitive past form past 

participle

run ran run

come came come

become became become

do did done

go went gone

lie lay lain



• Irregular Verbs
3. Past form and past participle are different

infinitive past form past 

participle

wear wore worn

forbid forbade forbidden

forgive forgave forgiven

freeze froze frozen

sew sewed sewn

shake shook shaken

infinitive past form past 

participle

shrink shrank shrunk

sink sank sunk

spring sprang sprung

stink stank stunk

swear swore sworn

tear tore torn



• The following verbs can be regular or irregualr

infinitive past form past 

participle

burn burned / 

burnt

burned / 

burnt

dream dreamed/

dreamt

dreamed/

dreamt

lean leaned / 

leant

leaned / 

leant

learn learned / 

learnt

learned / 

learnt

infinitive past form past 

participle

smell smelled / 

smelt

smelled / 

smelt

spell spelled / 

spelt

spelled / 

spelt

spill spilled / 

spilt

spilled /

spilt

spoil spoiled / 

spoilt

spoiled / 

spoilt
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• Little, a little

Little: hardly any, practically nil. It has a negative meaning

• Deepak has little chance of being elected.

• He has little chance of promotion.

• There is little hope of his success.

a little: some, but not much. It has positive meaning.

• There is a little hope of his success.

• We have still a little money left in the bank.

• With a little patience, we can bring him round.



• Few, a few

Few: hardly any, practically none. It has a negative meaning

• Few people can hope to achieve perfection.

• I have seen few people who can keep a secret.

• Few adults believe in fairy tales these days.

a few: a small number, not many. It has a positive meaning.

• I have a few friends in the United States.

• On a few occasions I managed to win.

• Only a few days are left for the reopening of the college.



• First, foremost

First: first in order

• Nehru was the first Prime Minister of India.

• Yuri Gagarin was the first man to go into space.

Foremost: leading, most prominent.

• Sushil Kumar Ghosh is the foremost barrister in Kolkata.

• Einstein was the foremost scientist of his day.



• Elder, Older; eldest, oldest

Elder, eldest: used only of persons, not of animals or inanimate 

things. Elder is never followed by than.

• He is the elder of the two brothers.

• She is my eldest sister.

Older, oldest: used of both living beings and inanimate things.

• He is older than his sister.

• This is the oldest tree in this area.



• Nearest, next

Nearest: nearness in space

• The nearest restaurant was two blocks away.

• I made my way to the nearest telegraph office.

Next: refers to the position or order.

• She was sitting next to me.

• I was the next to go into the consulting room.



• Farther, further

Farther: refers to distance

• Let us walk a little farther.

• Nothing can be farther from the truth.

Further: additional, beyond what exists now

• This requires further consideration.

• He may be given further punishment.

Now-a-days, further is being increasingly used in place of farther.



• Later, latter; latest, last

Later, latest: refer to time

• This is a later edition of the book than that.

• What is the latest score?

Latter, last: refer to order or position

• As to Jekyll and Hyde, the former is a fool and the latter

a scoundrel.

• This is your last chance to win a prize.



• Many, many a, a great many

Many: numerous (many refers to number and much refers to 

quantity)

• I have many friends in Mumbai.

• How many people were present at the meeting?

Many a: singular in form but plural in meaning. It is followed by a 

noun and verb in singular.

• Many a man feels frustrated because of lack of opportunities.

A great many: a large number

A great many people attended the wedding.



• Outermost, uttermost, utmost

Outermost: farthest from the distance

• The outermost walls of the fort were damaged by the enemy.

• Scientist are trying to probe the outermost reaches of space.

Uttermost: the most distant or remote.

• He is a great traveller who has been to the uttermost parts of the earth.

• With the telescope you can see the uttermost stars of the galaxy.

Utmost: extreme, in the highest degree

• He showed the utmost reluctance to have anything to do with the scheme.



• Less, lesser

Less: smaller in size, measurement, duration, number, etc. It is 

followed by than.

• I have less confidence in him than in you.

• There were less than twenty people present.

Lesser: not so great as the other one.

• It is the lesser of two evils.

• A lesser man would have given up the struggle-but not so 

Dr. Johnson.
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To Be Verb

• Present form: am, is, are

• Past form: was, were



I am I’m

he

she

it

is

he’s

she’s

it’s

we

you

they

are

we’re

you’re

they’re

• Examples

1. My name is Ann

2. I’m American. I’m from New York.

3. I’m a student.

4. My father is a teacher and my 
mother is a journalist.

5. I’m not married.

6. My favourite colour is pink.

7. My favourite sports are football and 
swimming.

8. I’m interested in art.

Positive (am, is, are)    



I am not I am not (I’m not)

he

she

it

is not

he is not (he’s not / he isn’t)

she is not (she’s not / she isn’t)

it is not (it’s not / it isn’t)

we

you

they

are not

we are not (we’re not / we aren’t)

you are not (you’re not / you aren’t )

they are not (they’re not / they aren’t)

Negative (am, is are)



• Examples

1. I’m tired but I’m not hungry.

2. Jill isn’t interested in politics. He is interested in music.

3. Jane isn’t home at the moment.

4. Those people aren’t English. They are Australian.

5. It’s sunny today but it isn’t warm.



am I?

is

he?

she?

it?

are we?

you?

they?

• Examples

1. ‘Am I late?’ ‘No, you’re on time.’

2. ‘Are you married?’ ‘No, I’m single.’

3. ‘Are your parents at home?’ ‘No, 

they’re out.’

4. ‘Is your mother at home?’ ‘No, she’s 

out.’

5. ‘Is he a doctor?’, ‘Yes, he’s.’

Question (am, is, are)    



I

he

She

it

was

we

you

they

were

• Examples

1. I was tired last night.

2. The weather was good last night.

3. When I was a child, I was afraid 

of dogs.

4. You were late yesterday.

Positive  (was, were)    



I

he

She

it

was not (wasn’t)

we

you

they

were not (weren’t)

• Examples

1. They were not here last 

Sunday.

2. We were hungry after the 

journey but we were not

tired.

3. The hotel was comfortable 

but it wasn’t expensive.

Negative  (was, were)    



was I?

he?

she?

it?

were

we?

you?

they?

• Examples

1. ‘Were you late?’ ‘No, I wasn’t.’

2. ‘Was Andy at work yesterday?’ 

‘Yes, he was.’

3. ‘Were Sue and Bob at the 

party?’ ‘No, they weren’t.’

Question  (was, were)    
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To Do Verb

Present Past

do, does did



I

we

you

they

do

work

read

watch

he

she

it

does

works

reads

watches

• Examples

1. I work in a shop.

2. My sister works in a bank.

3. Bob lives in London.

4. Mark speaks four languages.

5. We do a lot of different things in 

our free time.

6. He plays piano.

7. She eats a lot of fruit.

Positive (do, does)    



I

we

you

they

do not (don’t ) do

do not (don’t) work

do not (don’t) read

do not (don’t) watch

he

she

it

does not (doesn’t) do

does not (doesn’t) work

does not (doesn’t) read

does not (doesn’t) watch

• Examples

1. I drink coffee but I don’t

drink tea.

2. You don’t work very hard.

3. My car doesn't use much 

petrol.

4. We don’t watch television 

very often.

5. Jane doesn’t play the 

piano very well.

Negative (don’t, doesn’t)    



Do I

we

you

they

do?

work?

read?

watch?

Does he

she

it

do?

work?

read?

watch?

• Examples

1. Do you play tennis?

2. Do they like music?

3. Do your parents speak 

English?

4. Does Amit work here?

5. Does your sister live in New 

York?

Question (do? Does?)    



I

we

you

they

he

she 

it

did

played

started

watched

saw

went

• Examples

1. I played tennis yesterday.

2. We went to London last month.

3. They worked on Monday.

4. We came home by taxi. 

5. I enjoyed the party.

Positive (did)    



I

we

you

they

He

She 

it

did not (didn’t) do

did not (didn’t) play

did not (didn’t) start

did not (didn’t) watch

did not (didn’t) see

did not (didn’t) go

• Examples

1. I didn’t watch television 

yesterday.

2. I saw Jenny but I didn’t see 

Mary.

3. We went to the post office 

but we didn’t go to the 

bank.

4. She didn’t come to the 

party.

5. They didn’t work on 

Tuesday.

Negative (didn’t)    



Did I

we

you

they

he 

she

it

do?

play?

start?

watch?

see?

go?

• Examples

1. Did she go away last week?

2. Did you see Hillary yesterday?

3. Did it rain on Sunday?

4. Did you do the shopping?

5. Did they enjoy the film?

Question (Did?)
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To Have Verbs

Present

Past

Have, Has

Had



To Have: Present forms – Have and Has

Pronoun Affirmative Negative Question

I I have I don’t have do I have?

we we have we don’t have do we have?

you you have you don’t have do you have?

they they have they don’t have do they have?

he he has he doesn’t have does he have?

she she has she doesn’t have does she have?

it it has it doesn’t have does it have?



To Have: Past form – Had

Pronoun Affirmative Negative Question

I I had I didn’t have did I have?

we we had we didn’t have did we have?

you you had you didn’t have did you have?

they they had they didn’t have did they have?

he he had he didn’t have did he have?

she she had she didn’t have did she have?

it it had it didn’t have did it have?



Expressions with ‘have’

breakfast / lunch / dinner / a meal /

a sandwich / a pizza / a cup of  coffee /

a glass of  milk, etc.

something to eat or drink

Have

a bath / a shower / a rest / a holiday /

a party / a nice time / a good journey /

a dream / an accident / a baby / a look at /

a walk / a swim / a game (of  tennis, etc.) 

Have
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• Two types of Nouns: Countable and Uncountable

• I eat rice everyday.

• I like rice.

Rice = uncountable noun.

•Uncountable nouns are things we cannot count.

e.g. water, rice, air, salt, plastic, money, music, tennis



•We cannot say one water, two musics, one rice, two 

rices, etc. 

•Uncountable nouns have only one form.

e.g. money, the money, my money, some money, 

much money, etc. 

• I’ve got some money.

• There isn’t much money in the box.

•Money isn’t everything.



•We cannot use a/an + uncountable nouns

e.g. a money, a music

•But we can say a piece of..../a glass of….etc. + 

Uncountable noun

e.g. a glass of water, a piece of cheese, a bowl of 

rice, a can of oil, a bottle of milk, a cup of coffee, a 

bar of chocolate, a piece of music, a game of tennis



•We can use uncountable nouns alone 

(without the/my/some, etc.)

• There is blood on your shirt. 

•Can you hear music?

• I eat rice everyday.

•Use some/any + uncountable nouns 

(water, money, music, etc.)

e.g. I need some money.



e.g. Would you like some cheese? or

Would you like a piece of cheese?

Did you buy any apple juice?

•Use much and little with uncountable nouns.

e.g. we didn’t do much shopping.

I have a little work to do.



• These nouns are usually uncountable.

e.g. information, advice, weather, news, bread, hair, 

furniture, work, accommodation, baggage, 

behaviour, chaos, damage, luck, luggage, 

permission, progress, scenery, traffic, etc.

• I need some information about hotels in Tokyo.

• It’s nice weather today.

• Listen! I’ve just had some good news.



• I’m going to buy some bread.

• Jenny has got very long hair.

• They’ve got some very nice furniture in their house.

• ‘Do you like your job?’ ‘Yes, but it’s hard work.’

•Compare a and some:

•Rina bought a hat, some shoes and some perfume.

• I read a newspaper, wrote some letters and listened 

to some music.



Many nouns can be used as countable or uncountable 
nouns, usually with a difference in meaning.

Countable Noun
• Did you hear a noise just now?

• I bought a paper to read.
• There’s a hair in my soup!
• You can stay with us. There is a 

spare room.
• I had some interesting 

experience while I was away.
• Enjoy your holiday. Have a

good time!

Uncountable Noun

• I can’t work here. There’s too 

much noise.

• I need some paper to write on.

• You’ve got very long hair.

• You can’t sit here. There isn’t 

room.

• They offered me the job because I 

had a lot of experience.

• I can’t wait. I haven’t got time.
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STRUCTURE OF WH QUESTION

1.Wh- + auxiliary verb (be/have/do) + subject + main verb

2.Wh- + modal verb + subject + main verb

3.When what, who, which or whose is the subject or part of 

the subject, we do not use the auxiliary. We use the word 

order: subject + verb



What specific thing, object What is your name?

What is your favourite colour?

What are you doing?

When time, occasion, 

moment

When did he leave?

When is he coming?

When did he arrive?

Where position, place Where do they live?

Where can I obtain the book?

Where are my boots?



Who person (subject) Who opened the door?

Who is at the door?

Who received a gold medal?

Whom person (object)
Whom did you see?

Whom is he dating?

Whom did they invite?

Which choice, alternative Which colour do you want?

Which country do you prefer?

Which dress is good?



Whose ownership Whose are these keys?

Whose car has stopped outside?

Whose bag is this?

Why reason
Why do you say that?

Why are you crying?

Why are you late?

How way, manner, form How does this work?

How did you feel yesterday?

How did you do that?



How 

many
quantity - countable

How many beds are there?

How many friends do you have?

How many books have you 

bought?

How 

much
quantity - uncountable

How much tea is there?

How much does it cost?

How much money do you have?

How 

long
duration, length How long did you stay?

How long will it take?

How long will they read?



How 

far
distance How far is the town?

How far is your school?

How far is the beach?

How 

often
frequency

How often do you go?

How often do you read a book?

How often do you play football?

How 

old
age How old is your sister?

How old is your grandmother?

How old are you?



What 

kind
description What kind of car is it?

What kind of music do you like?

What kind of movies do you like?

What 

time
time

What time did he call?

What time will you leave?

What time did you come?

Why 

don’t
suggestion Why don’t you take a nap?

Why don’t these people leave?

Why don’t you read the lesson?


